
On August 2nd, RWN honored refugee women making a difference in their 
communities. We also featured an international marketplace, and provided an 
insightful and inspiring keynote address by co-founder Thanh Xuan Nguyen for 
over forty guests and community members. The women recognized included: 
Vanisa Karic, Executive Director of 
Tapestri, Inc.; Marian Hersi, Owner of 
Hodo Fashions; and Hibaq Suleiman, 
recent graduate of Clarkston High 
School. We also thanked UPS for their 
past support of our programs.  
 
Vanisa Karic received the Refugee 
Woman of the Year award. She par-
ticipated in our Leadership Program 
after arriving from Bosnia in 1996, and 
has been working to end domestic 
violence and sex trafficking for over thirteen years. Marian Hersi received the 
Business Woman of the Year award. She is a refugee from Somalia and has 
been running her store since 1999. She received loans and training from RWN 
to strengthen her business and continues to share her success with other 
women from Somalia. Hibaq Suleiman received the Young Woman of Promise 
award. She was separated from her mother for nine years before arriving in 
the U.S. She recently graduated from high school and in addition to helping 
her family business, she plans to attend Georgia Perimeter College next year 
to study nursing because she wants to help people.     > See photos on page 2 

Believe in the Power of Women Awards Reception 
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MOVING MOUNTAINS 

RWN has been 
awarded a state  
contract to implement 
social adjustment  
services to refugees 
throughout Georgia. 
We will be providing 
the Life Skills and 
Leadership (L&L)  
Program. Below are 
some topics for  
sessions, trainings, 
and workshops. 
Please call  
404-437-7767 for more 
information. 
 

Safety in the Home 
Personal Finance 

Learning how to Drive 
Access to Healthcare 

Business Plan  
Community Organizing 

Conflict Resolution 
Communications Skills 

Meet Maria Cristina: A Woman That Never Gives Up 

   Maria Cristina arrived in Atlanta in January 2009 as an  
   asylee from Colombia, after she was forced to flee due  
   to violence and persecution. She has skills in sewing,  
   crafts and knitting, which she  
   used to start a side business.  
   “I bought a sewing machine for  
   $70 at Walmart but in a month  
   and a half, the little machine  
   exploded!” She was then re- 
   ferred to RWN and immedi- 
   ately applied for a loan. “These 

people, without knowing me, gave me $2,000 to buy 
an industrial machine. I could not believe it… It was 
the beginning of a dream coming true.” Although she 
wanted to pursue her passion full-time, she could not 
leave her job as a housekeeper because it provided 
much needed health benefits, especially after her hip 
surgery. Thankfully, she is now fully recovered.            > Continue to page 2  
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“Without Refugee 

Women’s Network, I 

could not do anything. 

(They) opened their 

arms… They gave me 

not only money, they 

gave me confidence.  

There is nothing to 

pay that back!” 



   On August 3rd, Xuan Nguyen facilitated a half- 
   day Community Organizing training for fifteen 
   refugee and immigrant women from Burma,  
   Iraq, and various countries throughout Latin  
   America. Evaluations from the training showed 
   that 67% of the women felt the knowledge they  
   gained was beneficial. Comments included the  
   following:  
 

The training was good and included all  
races and ethnicities.  

 
The workshop had practical information  

about how refugee and immigrant women  
can empower and influence their community.  

 
The techniques used in the workshop were  

useful. 
 

    
   In the last quarter, RWN facilitated six business  
   trainings for twenty-two people interested in opening or  
   expanding their businesses. These trainings were  
   offered to refugees, immigrant  and naturalized  
   citizens and included topics such as Business Financial  
   Literacy, Business Planning and How to Start a Busi- 
   ness in Georgia. If you are interested in learning more  
   about any of our trainings and workshops, please feel  
   free to Sandra Achury, Microenterprise Program  
   Coordinator at microenterprise@riwn.org. 

Maria Cristina Community Organizing & Microenterprise Trainings 

Our mission focuses on 
enhancing refugee and 

immigrant women’s strengths, 
skills, and courage through 

leadership training, education 
and advocacy to promote 

independence, self-
sufficiency, and networking 

among its participants. 
 

Refugee Women’s  
Network, Inc.  

1431-A McLendon Drive 
Decatur, GA 30033 

404-437-7767 (phone)  
404-806-1440 (fax)   

info@riwn.org  
www.riwn.org 

Photo Gallery: Awards Reception 

Top L-R: Refugee business woman showing her artwork to guests; RWN staff and outreach workers; 
Board Chair Darija Pichanick presenting Refugee Woman of the Year award to Vanisa Karic. 
Bottom L-R: Mayor Emanuel Ransom of Clarkston, GA talking with guests; Guests buying jewelry made 
by refugee women; Thanh Xuan Nguyen speaking about how to empower refugee women. 

Announcements 

RWN IS HIRING! 
We are looking for a  

Program Coordinator. 
Please send resumes to  
director@riwn.org or visit 
our website for more info. 

 
WANT TO VOLUNTEER? 

We are also looking for 
volunteers. If interested, 

please call 404-437-7767. 

Mission 

> Cont. from cover page  
She recently secured a 
contract with the City of 
Decatur to assemble 
bags from recycled bill-
boards and other fabrics. 
Excited about the possi-
bility, she paid off her first 
loan and reapplied for a 
second loan to purchase 
another industrial ma-
chine. She plans to de-
sign new products and 
expand her market.  To 
order her bags, please 
call 404-437-7767. 


