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 Letter from the Editor 

Welcome to the July edition of the "Refugee Voice"! 

Our focus this month is to inform you on celebrations of the World Refugee Day that took place 
around the country in June. Thank you friends you joining with us once again to share and connect. 

The celebration of the last World Refugee Day was a success in Las Vegas and across the nation. 
Catholic Charities of Southern Nevada Migration and Refugee Services celebrated this universally 
recognized day with a big audience of invited guests inside the "Lied Discovery Children's Museum” 
located at 833 Las Vegas Blvd North on Saturday, June 16 which was above all, a rich ceremonial in 
decor where the audience liked the information, enjoyed the music, the dance, the art and crafts and 
the distribution of gifts to the refugee children. 

ECDC African Community Center celebrated the day on Wednesday, June 20th at the University 
United Methodist Church located on 4412 Maryland Parkway with other groups within the 
community health pavilion, there were many guest speakers, good music and ethnic food and on 
behalf of all refugees and asylum seekers living in Las Vegas, we wish to thank everyone who 
contributed to the success of these two twin celebrations. 

On the same day in San Diego, California, the United Nations Refugee Agency in collaboration with 
the San Diego Refugee Forum also celebrated the World Refugee Day in the Museum of 
Photographic Arts. In Washington D.C in the Kennedy Center Terrace Theater the United Nations 
Refugee Agency with the participation of its goodwill envoy Khaled Husseini, author of “The Kites 
Runner” and “A Thousand Splendid Suns” who performed a play that day, and sounded the alarm 
on the situation of Iraqi Refugees in Syria. The Rhode Island Refugee Community has its 
celebration at the Renaissance Church located at 77 Reservoir Avenue in Providence, RI 02907 and 
in Fort Wayne, the Refugee Services of the Catholic Charities of Diocese of Wayne - South Bend, 
the party was a vibrant and ceremonial one in the Villa Of the Woods located at 5610 Noll Ave, Fort 
Wayne, Indiana 46806. Other notable locations celebrating the World Refugee Day were 
Anchorage, AK, Kentucky ( Kentucky Refugee Ministries) and Minnihaha Park in Minneapolis, MN. 

We have a call for you to join the Amnesty International campaign for safe countries, particularly in 
Europe, to increase the number of refugees that they resettle each year, and give refugees the 
chance to live in safety and dignity. For more information please click on :  
http://www.amnesty.org/cgi-bin/mailman/listinfo/refugeemigrantsupdate. 

We shall meet with advocates on July 19th in Washington D.C 
at the World Church Service from 1:00 to 2:30 pm to discuss 
how we as refugee community can support and empower 
refugees who have been Human Rights Defenders to continue 
with their advocacy activities after they have resettled in the 
USA and around the world. Since federal assistance to refugees 
is quite limited, refugees who have been Human Rights 
Defenders sometimes drop those causes because of the new 
challenges they face in the resettlement country. This impacts 
the progress of human rights advocacy by failing to utilize some 
of the strongest advocates for refugee rights. 

I hope that everybody finds this newsletter helpful and 
informative. 

Luzau B. Balowa, Nevada Refugee Delegate 
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Sincere thanks to The Foundation for a 
Drug Free World, Youth For Human 
Rights International and  the members 
of UUCLV for their tireless support! 
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 Migrant Rights in Europe 

Turkey-EU cooperation on migration 
must prioritize human rights – UN expert 

 GENEVA (2 JULY 2012) – The UN Special Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants, 
François Crépeau on Monday called on Turkey and the European Union to prioritise the human 
rights of migrants in the context of their migration management cooperation.  

“I welcome the significant legislative and institutional changes in the migration policies of Turkey, 
including the development of a new Law on Foreigners and International Protection, which is due to 
be adopted at the next session of Parliament and implements the EU acquis in relation to 
migration,” the Special Rapporteur said.  

“While the EU and Turkey have developed close cooperation on migration issues, which has led to 
some notable positive developments, the assistance offered to Turkey regarding migration 
management appears to focus largely on securitizing the borders and decreasing irregular 
migration to the European common territory through focusing on the detention and removal of 
migrants in Turkey. Often neglected from this equation is an equivalent emphasis on the human 
rights of those most vulnerable and most affected by the migration process: the migrants 
themselves,” the expert added.  

At the end of a five-day official visit to Turkey, including Ankara, Istanbul and Edirne province at the 
Greek border, the Special Rapporteur noted that the Greek-Turkish border point remains one of the 
key passages of irregular migration into Europe.  

“Despite the fact that Turkey is at the geostrategic juncture between Europe and Asia, the 
pressures on Turkish authorities to control irregular migration should not trump the human rights of 
migrants,” Mr. Crépeau said.  

Detention of migrants also remains an issue of utmost concern to the UN Special Rapporteur, who 
visited the Kumkapi and Edirne removal centers.  

“I have observed that the European Union’s focus on heightening border security has led to an 
increased prioritization of detention as a solution for migration control, including plans for funding 
new detention centers in Turkey by the EU,” he said.  

“Moreover, the lack of safeguards for detainees in these centers is notable, and I insist that all 
centers of detention uphold human rights standards and organizations be provided full and free 
access to monitor them appropriately,” he said.  

“I am further troubled about the detention of some vulnerable migrants in an irregular situation, 
including families and children,” he said. “Alternatives to detention must always be explored.”  

Mr. Crépeau’s visit to Turkey was the third stage of his special study on the management of the EU 
external borders. He visited Brussels in May, and Tunisia earlier in June, as another key transit 
country for migrants to Europe. Late in the year he will visit the two main entry points into the EU, 
Greece and Italy. The study will culminate in a special thematic report to the UN Human Rights 
Council in June 2013.  

* Read the full end-of-mission statement: 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=12307&LangID=E 
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 Further Proof that Activism in Las Vegas Remains Low 

Nevada Hispanic Services has closed its doors to our community in Nevada with no notification 

to anyone! They filed for bankruptcy on Friday, June 29th and the trustee will arrive at NHS on 

Monday, July 2nd to take over the property. The Immigration Program was notified on Thursday 
afternoon and were told they only had till Friday to remove their belongings. 

I question NHS board how long have they known they were closing? This is a wrongful thing 

done to our community! 

Please read the following from Claudia Castaneda: 

Dear friends, 

This email is being sent from a personal stance and by no means am I representing PLAN.  As 

I’m sure you know, I have been running the immigration program at NHS since 1998.  For the 
last 18 months, NHS has survived solely on the fiscal means provided by this specific program.  

Last Thursday, Manny Martinez, the acting president of NHS, told me that NHS will be filing 

bankruptcy on Friday, June 29th and that the trustee will arrive at NHS on Monday, July 2nd to 

take over the property.  We were given only until Thursday afternoon and Friday morning to take 

all of our countless files out; this includes: 135 PENDING cases in immigration court, several 

pending status adjustments, citizenship applications, family petitions inside and outside of the 
U.S, and more.  This also includes inactive files that must be held for a minimum of 7 years.  

 I’m sure you can imagine the paper load as we’ve had hundreds of clients throughout the years.  

We packed our files as quickly as we could; Woody took some and is holding them in his garage 

at his house and other files are being held by a nice person who loaned the space in their garage 

for us.  I was led to believe that we would continue to have a location to conduct “business as 

usual” with our current clients, and last week we were dropped with a bombshell and were forced 
to evict immediately.   

This situation is very upsetting not because we lost our location, but because we were led to 

believe that we wouldn’t have to move.  Had we been told the truth from the beginning, that we 

unfortunately would not be able to stay at our building on Neil Road, then we would have taken 

appropriate actions and 1) Looked for a new office location and most importantly 2) notified our 

clients and followed appropriate protocol as required by the BIA (for example, BIA requires 

address changes for offices and clients to be completed by FIVE business days – no exceptions or 
extensions allowed).   

A press release will be made (date unknown) by the lawyers from Laub & Laub stating that NHS 

will no longer be operating due to financial constraints.  I feel that this is a grave injustice that 

has happened to the immigrants of our area.  I know that you are committed to protecting and 

helping this demographic.  What can be done in order to help these people get justice for this 
terrible situation?   

On the bright side of things, this week we will be preparing for a new location and we’ll be 

working diligently to get our clients squared away once again.  We appreciate and are eternally 

grateful for Bob’s unconditional support and the support from the PLAN E-Board for us and our 

community.  We wouldn’t be able to continue without his full support.  Please feel free to 

forward this to the other members of the NIC, as I do not have everyone’s emails.  Thank you for 

your time. 
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